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Circular Materials Across Canada
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Alberta
​Launched Phase 1 on April 1, 2025. Phase 
2:  October 1, 2026.

New Brunswick
Phase 2 of program expansion to schools 
and multi-family dwellings: Nov. 1, 2025.

Nova Scotia
Program implementation: 
Dec. 1, 2025.

The Yukon
Program implementation: 
Nov. 1, 2025.

Ontario
Transition completes Dec 31, 2025.  Full EPR 
across province: Jan 1, 2026.
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Advancing innovation and building efficiencies

Circular Materials works together with partners and industry leaders to advance innovation, enhance 
performance and build efficient and effective recycling systems.
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Circular Materials is developing a first-of-its-kind Material Access Program 
that will return recycled material back to producers directly for use in new 
products and packaging.

Through ongoing collaboration with other PROs across Canada, we are 
working together on creating efficiencies through shared harmonization 
efforts.

In conjunction with Éco Entreprises Québec and the Circular Plastics Taskforce 
we are collaborating on an initiative to increase recovery of small packaging or 
packaging components.
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Material Access Program
• Circular Materials is launching the world’s first Material 

Access for Producers Program to return recycled 

materials directly to producers, supporting their efforts 

to increase post-consumer content and advancing our 

circular recycling mission.

• This enhanced, closed-loop system will ensure materials 

are reused again and again.​

• By developing and enhancing circular recycling systems 

across Canada, we are proud to be adding value to the 

economy, creating green jobs, and fostering more 

sustainable communities. 
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Small Capture Project
Circular Materials and Éco Entreprises Québec, in conjunction with the Circular Plastics Taskforce, are collaborating on a project to 
define, quantify and research solutions to increase recovery of small packaging or packaging components, such as yogurt cups. 
Estimations from Europe and the U.S. show that small packaging and packaging components make up 10-25% of the plastic packaging 
weight generated.

Research and quantify the 
magnitude of the impact of 

small packaging or packaging 
components on total tonnage 

collected and current MRF/PCF 
sortation capacity.

Identify solutions for enhancing sorting 
efficiency whether at MRF/PCFs, plastic 

secondary sorting facilities, or glass 
beneficiation plants, to increase 
recovery of small packaging or 

packaging components.

Agree on a common Canadian definition 
for small items based on size, material 
type and format (e.g., rigid vs flexible). 

Consult and align with third-party 
partners on North American definition, 

where possible.
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Designing for Recyclability

Design for recyclability is key enabler of a circular 
economy as materials can be more easily recovered and 
returned to producers for use in new packaging as post-
consumer content.​

Circular Materials is working with other PROs across 
Canada to advance design for recyclability and help:​

• Guide producers’ packaging choices through clear, 
consistent Canada-wide design for recyclability 
standards.​

• Improve system efficiency and innovation in circular 
design. ​

• Increase recycling rates by improving sorting 
efficiency and material quality.
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Harmonized Material Lists 
Across Canada

• To support standardization and 
efficiencies, we are creating a national 
approach to collected materials which will 
make the recycling system more effective 
through consistent education, resulting in 
less confusion, reduced contamination 
and improved recycling rates.

• A unified approach to materials will also 
achieve economies of scale and program 
efficiencies.
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Advancing the 
Circular Economy

• Through collaboration and strategic 
partnerships, Circular Materials is committed 
to advancing a circular economy. More 
material looped into the circular economy 
benefits people and the planet.

• By developing and enhancing circular 
recycling systems across Canada, we are 
proud to be adding value to the economy, 
creating green jobs and fostering more 
sustainable communities.
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Circular Materials is 
committed to delivering 

efficient and cost-
effective EPR programs 

across Canada.



circularmaterials.ca

info@circularmaterials.ca
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