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Our Mission is to advance regenerative and
circular practices in the built environment
that nurture ecological and human health. 







5

There is no single route!

Region specific

Take a sector-based approach

Consider cross-cutting strategies (i.e.,
climate, waste, housing, job creation,
etc...)

Identify synergistic KPI (apply multiple
lens to avoid perverse outcomes)

Policy
Roadmap
Considerations 
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Principle 1: Take a systems-approach

Principle 2: Reduce virgin inputs

Principle 3: Design out waste

Principle 4: Design for reuse over generations

Principle 5: View waste as a resource

Principle 6: Regenerate nature

Circular
Economic
Principles 



Design for Decon /
Material Reduction /

Material Reuse

Operation
& Use

Construction

Removal

End
Markets

Planning &
Decision-

Making

 Vision

Regulation

Financial / Economic
Incentives

Urban Management
/  Infrastructure

EngagementCircular
Built
Environment
Roadmap



VISION
Planning &
Decision-

Making
Design Construction

Operations &
Use

Removal
End

Markets

Engagement

Financial /
Economic
Incentives

Urban
Management /
Infrastructure

Regulation

Circular
Built
Environment
Roadmap



VISION
Planning &

Decision-Making
Design Construction Operations & Use Removal End Markets

Engagement

Knowledge sharing
Crowdsourcing
Innovation labs
Inspiring case studies
Communication
campaigns
Capacity building
Training

Design for
deconstruction /
adaptability /

       flexibility /
       resilience  /
       guides & toolkits

BIM
Material passports
Embodied carbon caps

Prefabrication
Modular assembly
Bio-based materials
Reduced packaging
Material management
best practice guide
Lean procurement

Maintenance & repair
Renovation

Home relocation &
deconstruction guides
Advanced permitting for
deconstruction
Requirement of
contractor to solicit
deconstruction

Knowledge sharing
Data and information
exchange platforms

Financial /
Economic
Incentives

Support pilot programs
Bonusing
Tax breaks
Low-interest loans

Bonusing
Tax breaks
Low-interest loans

Bonusing
Tax breaks
Low-interest loans
Incentives for adaptive,
flexible and resilient
retrofits

Deconstruction top-ups
Charges (e.g. refundable
deposits)
No charge to move
power and transport
lines
Expedited utility
disconnects

Industry subsidies
Established market
pricing
Tax incentive on post-
consumer / regenerative
materials

Urban
Management /
Infrastructure

Building data
“Step code”
communities
Compact urban design
and space planning
Productive use of city
assets

Circular design
standards
Public procurement -
minimum salvage
material requirements
Procurement guidelines
Product-as-a-service
Nature-bases solutions 

Building code
Expedited permitting

Intermittent uses
Move corridors
Mandatoryinterim
strategy for brownfields

Land for material
storage & primary
processing
Processing technologies
Digital infrastructure
Material marketplaces

Regulation
Zoning and land use

Minimum salvage
requirements (public
projects)
Low-carbon materials
Zoning

Building code
Permitting
Material management
plans (onsite reuse
strategy)
Onsite material sorting

Whole building life cycle
assessment
(comprehensive)

Tighten definitions (CSA
59000)
Mandatory  pre-
demolition assessments
Mandatory
deconstruction
Certified contractors
Landfill bans
Enforcement

Structural wood
regrading
Unified approach
regarding the fitness of
reuse
New category for
relocated homes (not
new or used) 
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First Steps 1.  Conduct market assessment

2. Support knowledge sharing

3. Offer incentives (e.g., deconstruction top-ups)

4. Facilitate local innovation (grants)

5. Adopt systems-level regulation (e.g. building   
       assessments) 
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Resources The Circular Built Environment in Canada: A
Review of the Current State, Gaps and
Opportunities (CSA Group)

The Circular Built Environment in Canada: A
Strategic Framework for Future Action (CSA
Group)

The Circular Built Environment Playbook (World
Green Building Council)

City Governments and their Role in Enabling a
Circular Economy Transition (Ellen MacArthur
Foundation)

A Guide for Circularity in the Urban Built
Environment (European Investment Bank)

https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/sites/default/files/2025-02/a-guide-for-circularity-in-the-urban-built-environment.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/sites/default/files/2025-02/a-guide-for-circularity-in-the-urban-built-environment.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Thank You 

GIL YARON
MANAGING DIRECTOR, CIRCULAR INNOVATION
P: 778.668.3675
E: GIL@LIGHT-HOUSE.ORG


