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Overview of BPI
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T i t l eFounded in 1999, BPI is the leading authority on compostable products and packaging. We are a 

501(c)(6) membership-based organization of stakeholders. 

Vision

A World Without Organic Waste

Mission 

We support the shift to a circular 
bioeconomy by advancing policy, 

standards, research, and science-based 
verification of compostability and 

biodegradability.

Core Objectives

Claims: Advance trusted and scientifically 
based standards, research, and claims.

Adoption: Align and collaborate with 
stakeholders across the value chain to 
advance BPI’s mission.

Policy: Influence policy that supports a 
systems-based approach to products 
and materials.
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BPI Board Members
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Certificate Holders by Geography 
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Claims
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The BPI Certification ensures a structure of 
accountability for compostable materials - 
backed by science – to perform as 
designed in intended conditions

Clear and single point of communication 
across all stakeholders in the value chain, 
from raw materials to composters and 
municipalities

The criteria are also increasingly used as the 
basis of US laws defining what can be 
claimed as compostable – ASTM 
standards, prohibition on PFAS, on-product 
labeling, etc.

Certification as the Foundation
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Certification Snapshot

Currently, there are over 2,000 BPI 

certificates held by licensees, 

sublicensees, and resellers.

There are also over 52,000 individual 

items certified, ranging across 7 different 

product categories (i.e., agricultural, 

resins, etc.).
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Growing Consumer Engagement 
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o Meets transparent, scientifically established 
standards for compostability (ASTM D6400) 

o Breaks down safely within a specific timeframe 
in commercial composting environments 

o Leaves no toxic residues or persistent 
fragments in finished compost, contributing to 
high quality compost

o Is free from intentionally added PFAS

o Is independently verified by a trusted, third-
party technical reviewer 

o Prevents greenwashing or “green” claims that 
add confusion to consumers and the market

o Will deliver organics that composters want 
such as food scraps and yard waste 

Why Does Certification of Compostable Products Matter?
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Requirements for BPI Certification

D6400 | D6868 | D8410

Compostability Standards

BPI's Requirements 

to Increase Acceptance 

in Composting System

1. Disintegration (90% in 84 days) – finished 

product must physically and visually 

break down

2. Biodegradation (90% in 180 Days) – 

organic carbon must be converted to 
CO2

3. No Adverse Impacts – product and 

ingredients tested for plant toxicity and 

heavy metals

1. Eligibility Criteria – Connection to food 

scraps, can’t be a better fit for recycling, 

no disassembly.

2. Fluorinated Chemicals (PFAS) –Free of 

intentionally added fluorinated chemicals 
and below 100 ppm total organic fluorine.

3. On-Item & On-Package Labeling – All 

certified items and packaging must display 

the BPI Certification Mark.
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Overview of BPI Certification

If you want something more dynamic in a slide

T i t l
e

Materials    Ingredients    Finished Items   

Eligibility

Artwork Review & Licensing

• Must be related to food or yard 
waste

• Must not be a better fit for 

recycling
• Must not require disassembly

• Must be able to label finished 
items

• Must not use PFAS

Testing at BPI-Approved Labs to 
ASTM or French Standards

Third-Party Conformity Assessment 
Based on BPI Certification Scheme

Catalog Listing
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Breaking It Down (Closed Loop Partners, 2024)

• Tested over 23,000 certified compostable items 
at 10 U.S. composting facilities.

o Compostable plastic averaged ~98% 
disintegration, fiber packaging ~83%—
meeting industry standards.

o Demonstrates the importance of 
certified products designed for real 
composting conditions, and clear 
labeling indicates transparency and 
credibility. 

New ASTM Field Test Standards – D8618 
& D8619

• ASTM International approved two new 
standards to outline how to test the breakdown 
of certified compostable products as intended 
in real-world composting facilities, including a 
defined range of operating conditions based 
on best management practices

Certification Claims – Breaking It Down
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Why is BPI Launching a Commercial & Home Certification Program?

Further enables compostable products and packaging to reach intended EOL 

through composting—going beyond the limited access currently available to 
just 36% of U.S. residents via curbside or drop-off composting programs.

Increased food waste diversion

Bundled Commercial & Home certification provides clarity of claims for 

consumers and composters

Applications Accepted December 1, 2025
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1) Proper Diversion/End-of-Life Disposal

o Differentiating compostable products from 

non-compostable counterparts

o Visual cue that consumers use when 

determining whether or not to put an item 

into an organics/compost bin

2) Avoiding Contamination

o Composters use labeling to 

determine whether or not an item that they 

receive at their facility represents a 

contaminant to their operation

3) Disclaimer Language 

o Aligns with FTC Green Guides and 

communicates certification limits 

Why is Labeling Important?
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Data that Supports Proper Labeling

Contamination & Operational Costs 
• Don’t Spoil the Soil (Closed Loop Partners, 2024):

o Conventional plastic makes up ~85% of contamination in composting 
facilities

o Facilities spend an average of 21% of their operating costs on 
contamination removal—much of it preventable with clearer labeling

Consumer Misunderstanding & Labeling Impact
• Unpacking Labeling and Design (Closed Loop Partners & BPI, 2023):

o 49% of U.S. consumers can’t reliably distinguish between “compostable” 
and “biodegradable”

o Terms like “plant-based” or “eco-friendly” often cause false assumptions 
about compostability

o Products with clear “compostable” text plus certification logos (e.g., BPI) 
significantly improved correct sorting behavior
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Adoption
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1) Education

o BPI is consistently building out education content through 

collateral like one-pagers, infographics, blogs, video, and 

social media channels

2) Member Engagement

o BPI Committees provide members with specific areas of 

expertise or interest to be involved and contribute

o Monthly Member Communications

3) Events

o Annual BPI Summit – Fall, 2026

o Fly-ins, Hill Days, Legislative Meetings

o Presentations Across Industry Events

4) Funding Support

o BPI directly invests funds into scaling composting 

infrastructure & improving composting processing capacity 

& access thanks to the support of our members

BPI Engagement, Education, & Funding Support
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T i t l e

2024 BPI Microgrants Program
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2024 BPI Microgrants Program | By the Numbers

77
applications received

12
Final recipients

9
States represented

$300,000
Total requested

$35,000
Initially available

$47,210
Total rewarded
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Policy
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If you want something more dynamic in a slide

Title

T i t l e

Policy to Build Successful Markets

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)

o Fees on packaging to fund collection, processing, education about packaging

Labeling and Terminology Laws

o Restricts misleading terms, requires products to meet standards, & be labeled clearly

Landfill Bans and Diversion Mandates

o Requires cities, businesses, & residents to collect food scraps, avoid methane in landfills, 

& support healthy soils

Compost End Markets

o Creates pull through demands for finished compost in agriculture, green infrastructure, 

etc.

Foodservice Takeout Ordinances 

o Rules for restaurants, stadiums, airports, etc. requiring foodservice items to be reusable, 

recyclable, and/or compostable to reduce waste



24

If you want something more dynamic in a slide

Title

T i t l e

Source: Brook and Whittle



Thank you!
Leslie Rodgers| leslie.rodgers@bpiworld.org | bpiworld.org

mailto:margaret.eldridge@bpiworld.org
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Commercial & Home 

Certification Program
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Development of Commercial & Home Compostability Certification

Based on BPI Commercial 
Compostability Certification 
Scheme

Integrated requirements 
from French home 
compostability standard NF 
T51-800

Field tests validated the 
existing home certification 
standards in real-world 
settings 

Scheme approved by 
Standards & Procedures 
Committee and BPI Board 
of Directors

Certification process same 
as commercial certification, 
although not all commercial 
labs can test for home

ASTM standard for home 
compostability under 
development



NORTH AMERICA’S LEADING AUTHORITY ON COMPOSTABLE PRODUCTS AND PACKAGING 28

BPI Commercial & Home Compostability Program 

Launching December 1, 2025!
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Commercial Only Commercial & Home

29

BPI Certifications
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Source: Ellen MacArthur Foundation

Compostability has the most 

value for items needing 

fundamental redesign and 

innovation.

• Small format

• Multi-material

• Uncommon materials

• Nutrient-contaminated

These are assets for 

composting.
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U.S. Compost Infrastructure (Food waste - 2023)
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Source: BioCycle

Data represents 200+ 

“full-scale” facilities 

accepting >2,000 

tons/year.

Several hundred smaller 

facilities also accept 

food waste. 
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Agricultural | Bags | Resins & Ingredients | Food Packaging | Foodservice Ware | Pet Waste Products

Types of Products Certified 
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