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DEPOSIT RETURN SYSTEMS IN CANADA

Bag drops
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GLOBAL TRENDS

Bag drops

Changes in deposit
amounts and in containers 

in-scope (i.e. milk)

Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) & 

recyclability requirements 

Automatization as a way
to increase efficiency

both for consumers and 
operators



WHAT ABOUT ALBERTA? 

Additional potential for recovery: 
about 440 M containers every year

Return rate for 
non-refillable beverage 

containers (2024) 

83% 

Non-refillable beverage 
containers recovered & 

recycled (2024) 

2.1 B

Source: Recycling FAQs – Home » Alberta Beverage Container Recycling Corporation

https://www.abcrc.com/recycling-faqs/
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ACCESSIBILITY & CONSUMER ENGAGEMENT ARE KEY

Source: The Unexpected Truths of Urban Beverage Recycling in Alberta | News Releases | BCMB | Beverage Container Management Board

Q1: What does your household do with your used (empty) beverage containers most often? Select one response

Q2: Why doesn’t your household usually return your used (empty) beverage containers to a bottle depot for a refund? Select all that apply

n=435

n=222

https://www.bcmb.ab.ca/news/unexpected-truths-urban-beverage-recycling-alberta-58/


TECHNOLOGY IS 
A LEVER TO 
ACHIEVE HIGHER 
PERFORMANCES



RVM Kiosk & Trailer

Bottle Depots
MACH CountAIner™
AI counting machines

Bag Drop

Sorting System

OUR TECHNOLOGIES ADAPTED TO 
DEPOSIT RETURN SYSTEMS
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